Expression of metastasis suppressor gene (KAI1/CD82) in oral squamous cell carcinoma and its clinico-pathological significance.
In this study, we investigated the expression of the KAI1/CD82 gene in oral squamous cell carcinoma (oral SCC). We studied 43 oral SCC patients. Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) analysis was performed to evaluate expression of this gene, and results were compared to the clinico-pathological findings. Twenty-five specimens (58.1%) were KAI1/CD82-positive, and 18 (41.9%) were negative. There were statistically significant relationships between gene expression and both histological malignancy (P=0.0205) and mode of invasion (P=0.0315). But there were no correlations of expression with tumor status, regional lymph node metastasis, pathological lymph node metastasis or histological differentiation. No significant relationship was observed between patient survival and expression of KAI1/CD82 by tumors. The results of this study suggest that the KAI1/CD82 gene may not be a useful predictor of prognosis, although decreased gene expression may be associated with increased invasive ability of oral SCC.